
Colonialism in Sri Lanka
The Political Economy of the Kandyan

Highlands, 1833-1886, 2nd edition
The classic work on the history of British colonialism in Sri
Lanka, originally published by Mouton/De Gruyter in 1983,
Colonialism in Sri Lanka focuses on the impact of the
British plantation economy and colonial political authority
on the Kandyan Highlands in the 19th century.

Unlike most studies of this subject, Dr. Bandarage
examines the broader effects of colonialism on Ceylon and
its context in the global political economy. This case study
of a key period of British empire-building in Sri Lanka is
also used to address the modern debate on development
and underdevelopment.

This book was written to fill these gaps in the literature of
Sri Lankan history and developmental theory and provides
a theoretically informed interpretation of the British colonial
impact on Kandyan Ceylon during the 19th century.

This second expanded edition includes a significant new
chapter, Neocolonialism in Sri Lanka, 2020, assessing the
beleaguered state of Sri Lankan sovereignty in the midst of
2020, under the powerful forces of U.S., Chinese and
Indian expansion in the region.

----------- PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION ------------

"Bandarage’s is a forceful argument, its great authority deriving from
extensive research and documentation …Her critical acumen is
demonstrated admirably in the last Chapter on ‘Theoretical

Conclusions’"

Prof. Harbans Mukhia, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

"Bandarage’s case study is an outstanding success, both in its
selection of material and its systematic use of it"

Prof. John P. Neelsen, University of Tübingen

"Asoka Bandarage traces, with insight and objectivity, the ways in
which the precolonial, economic and social order was

metamorphosed …a valuable contribution to our understanding of
the economic processes that transformed Sri Lanka in the

nineteenth century"

Dr. Ananada Wickrematatne, University of Chicago

-------------------- ABOUT THE AUTHOR --------------------

Scholar and practitioner Asoka Bandarage has taught at
Yale, Brandeis, Mount Holyoke (where she received
tenure), Georgetown, American and other universities and
colleges in the U.S. and abroad. Her research interests
include social philosophy and consciousness;
environmental sustainability, human well-being and health,
global political-economy, ethnicity, gender, population,
social movements and South Asia.
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A meticulous case study of British
imperialism, essential to understand

the current neocolonialism
subverting Sri Lankan sovereignty.
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